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Figure 6-13 TEC cutback area and associated 50m buffer zone
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6.9 SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT 

6.9.1 Koolanooka 

Koolanooka Iron Ore Mine produced the first commercial export of iron ore from Western 
Australia and had a significant socio-economic impact on the town of Morawa during the 
1960s. The mine is listed in the Morawa Heritage Inventory, with the recommendation that, 
should the mine ever be re-opened, the site would be photographed prior to the 
commencement of earthworks. This requirement has been fulfilled by Midwest. The 
existing Koolanooka mine site has a lookout and picnic area for the general public. The 
lookout will remain open over the duration of the mining works. Additionally Midwest 
commit to leaving a “historic mining trail” of previous mine workings for future tourism 
ventures.  

There are no other known sites of cultural significance on or near the mine site. 

Two unoccupied residences are located in relatively close proximity to the Koolanooka 
mine. The first residence is located approximately 5 km to the south and is owned by 
Midwest. The second residence is located on Munckton Road 3 km to the northwest of the 
mine and is leased to Midwest. 

There are two native title claims covering the area, which are by the Widi Mob 
(unregistered) WAG6193/98 (WA97/072) and the Pandawn (unregistered) WAG0043/98 
(WC96/083). Midwest has consulted the Native Title Claimants and is determined to 
maintain a good working relationship with affected aboriginal groups, who have to date, had 
no objection to the continuation of mining activities. 

Two other claimant groups potentially have an interest in this area, the Amangu people 
WC04/2, and the Yamatji Marpla Barna Baaba Aboriginal Corporation. Midwest is 
currently in discussion with these groups with regard to the specifics of this Proposal. 

Two previously recorded sites of Aboriginal heritage significance are located within the 
Koolanooka Hills project impact area (DIA 4496 and DIA 5868), as determined by 
ethnographic and archaeological studies (O’Connor, 1996, Quatermaine, 1996). The extent 
of these sites has been poorly defined and do not include the full extent of the Koolanooka 
Hills. Approval to disturb DIA 4496 has been obtained under Section 18 of the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1972 (ref 0321145), and DIA 5868 has been determined a duplicate of DIA 
4496. Evidence of the Section 18 clearance is provided in the PER in Appendix J. 

Two other sites of Aboriginal Heritage significance (DIA 20817 and DIA 20816) were 
identified in a heritage study undertaken in 2003 (Hames Consultancy Group, 2003). Should 
Midwest project activities deem that theses sites may be impacteds activities, approval for 
this work will be obtained through Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act, prior to any 
disturbance. Local Aboriginal groups to date have had no objection to mining operations 
taking place at Koolanooka. 
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6.9.2 Blue Hills 

In June 2005, Midwest Corporation Ltd commissioned Western Heritage Research Pty Ltd 
archaeologist Wayne Glendenning to conduct an archaeological survey of the Morawa Rail 
Siding and Blue Hills haul road. The archaeological survey was undertaken in July 2005 
(Western Heritage Research, 2005).  

The areas inspected included the Blue Hills haul road from approximately 488694E / 
6776370N to approximately 488480E / 6776000N; the Morawa Siding project from 
approximately 403759E / 6771509N to approximately 420859E / 6771309N and a 500 m 
area surrounding the existing mines at Blue Hills. 

The archaeological survey found no new archaeological sites. However, three previously 
recorded sites were inspected: Blue Hills Larger Cave (site ID 20857); Blue Hills Smaller 
Cave (site ID 20858) and Granite Pavement with rockhole (site ID 20860). 

The two cave sites are located near the existing mine at Mungada East (large cave: 488861E 
6776319N) (smaller cave: 488808E; 6776319N), if disturbance is required to either of these 
caves full approval will be gained via a Section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act, prior to 
disturbance. The Granite Pavement with rockhole site is located adjacent the proposed Blue 
Hills haul road at 474185E; 6772394N and will not be impacted by site activities. 

6.9.3 Mt Karara/Mungada Haul Road 

The Mt Karara/Mungada haul road was assessed as part of the archaeological survey 
undertaken in July 2005 by Western Heritage Research.  No new archaeological sites were 
located during this survey. 

During reinstatement of the Mt Karara haul road several heritage sites bordering this 
location will remain undisturbed. The haul road reinstatement will only involve clearance of 
3 m of predisturbed area on either side, to the pre-existing haul road shoulder. If disturbance 
is required to these sites at a later date, full approval will be gained via a Section 18 of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act, prior to disturbance. 
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